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Introduction 
 The document was written by Frederick Douglass on July 5th, 1852, to show the Americans that the 4th of July was very insignificant to the Negros. To the Negros, the day reminds them of the inhumane treatment they are regularly subjected to and the injustice the slaves are experiencing[footnoteRef:1]. The date was significant to the Americans as it was the day America became a republic. To the slaves, however, the day only awakened in them feelings of betrayal and hypocrisy of the United States. The author was remorseful about the atrocities the blacks were still being exposed to by the government of the day, yet Americans could even celebrate a day of independence and liberty while enslaving the blacks. The author was mocking the country’s pride in civil rights, yet the blacks were not enjoying these liberties.  [1:  Douglass, Frederick. “The meaning of July Fourth for the Negro.” Frederick Douglass: Selected speeches and writings (1852): 188-206] 

    To the author, liberty should only be celebrated if it is applied to everyone without impartiality. The document was written in America, the country of residence of the author. The author was a black-American man. The author was a middle-aged man to have witnessed some of the historical injustices the slaves were subjected to. As a black-American, the author related very well with the challenges of his fellow countrymen of the mixed race[footnoteRef:2]. The document is a patriotic document written by a man loyal to his country and concerned about the injustices his race was being subjected to. The material is significant because it reveals the perpetuation of slavery in America. [2:  Douglass, Frederick. “The meaning of July Fourth for the Negro.” Frederick Douglass: Selected speeches and writings (1852): 188-206] 

    The Analysis of “The Meaning Of July Fourth For The Negro”
Slavery has not ended in America despite America being a country that prides itself on principles of justice, civil liberties, and equality. The author reveals that whether we turn to the declarations of the past or the professions of the present, the conduct of the nation seems equally hideous and revolting. America has participated in slavery, and the slave trade in the past continues to practice slavery today. Today’s slavery is quite different in that it does not directly involve the buying of slaves for hard labor. Instead, slavery today is manifest in the justice system and the general treatment of black men in America. According to the author, the southern statute books contain several laws that have been ratified to criminalize the teaching of blacks[footnoteRef:3]. There are legal consequences of teaching the slaves how to read and write. [3:  Douglass, Frederick. “The meaning of July Fourth for the Negro.” Frederick Douglass: Selected speeches and writings (1852): 188-206] 

   In the state of Virginia, crimes are adding up to seventy-two, which perpetuates slavery of the black people. These crimes subject the blacks to a death punishment without an establishment of whether the individual committing the crime is aware of the crime’s existence or not. On the contrary, out of the seventy crimes that warrant a black man a death sentence, it is only two of them that subject a white man to the death penalty. The slave in America does not enjoy the liberties and freedoms that were written down in the American Declaration of independence. The treatment of the slaves in current America is a mockery of the declaration as blacks are receiving an exact opposite treatment.
Conclusion
	The United States continues in the present day to perpetuate slavery against black men. Even though the independence of the country was also fought for by the blacks, their efforts were immediately forgotten. They are not recognized in the commemorations during the Independence Day. The civil liberties in the American Declaration of independence that all the American citizens should be enjoying are unfortunately not applicable to the slaves. The celebration of Independence Day only awakens feelings of bitterness and unworthiness of the slaves.
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